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The process that I go through to create a piece usually starts with the found objects; of which I have collected many. I am inspired by objects, frequently vintage ones and they give me ideas.

I will then find objects that may relate to the first ones by color, type, size, or material and arrange them to be “right “to my eyes. This is why you may see many items strewn around my work table or studio at any given time. I always end up with more items out than I need for a specific piece.  I like to have some choices, and sometimes what I thought would look “perfect” doesn’t.

For this piece, “Escaping Secrets”, I had found an old mini two sided wood ironing board at the Salvation Army some months earlier. I purchased it because of its vintage, domestic, woman related nature. I saved it. I also had picked up a small plastic horse because I had been looking for them for a friend, but, kept this one. I have a slew of Barbie dolls that I have been using  for other pieces, I remove their heads, feet and hands, maybe more, which keeps them very anonymous.

Not long after, I started reading articles about the FLDS (Fundamentalist Church of Latter Day Saints) n my newspaper and seeing it on TV. It upset me to learn of its polygamist practices towards girls, women, and I later learned, teenage boys. 

I decided to create a piece about it and started collecting objects from my “stash”, starting with the ironing board, a symbol of domesticity and “women’s work”. I have been working on pieces about women, and some of their issues, such as “Size” and Domesticity (Offerings to the Domestic Goddess”), so this fit in.  I decoupaged a “Barbie” doll with white tissue paper to symbolize the wearing of long underwear by the women for their “virtue”. I pulled out my stash of little plastic baby shower favors, tying them to her with embroidery floss. Is she tied down to FLDS by the babies, or is she taking them to Freedom?
The surfaces, including a Mormon Book of Worship (not FLDS) were decoupaged with Modge Podge (watered down) and articles and photos about the group from the news. Additionally, sewing pattern pieces were decoupaged the same way, some overlaying the news. I frequently use patterns in my work, sometimes because of the domestic overtones, sometimes because it just gives a nice brown softening and aging to items. Because the pastel color of a woman’s dress denotes which family or husband “she belongs to”, I used pastel cards, zippers (home sewing domesticity) and floss as accents. The emergence of it all from a multiple locked box shows that the world knows now what they have been hiding. 

Please read all the cards to learn more about FLDS including their high incidence of mental retardation due to inbreeding and the abandoning of teenage boys, “lost boys”, so that they won’t be competition for brides. It doesn’t matter if the cards get tangled, Life is tangled.
Thank you.
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